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1. EXPORTS 
 
Increase of exports over 2006 
 
The key indicators of the last year were: 
 

2007 Spanish exports amount in euros:   933 million 
Percentage of the world’s arms exports:    2.19% 
Percentage of Spanish total trade:   0.51% 
Increase over 2006:     10% 

 

 
 
In 2007 year, the main category of exports was warships for 46 million euros (53% of the total) 
of which the most important sale was the F-85 frigate for the Norwegian Navy costing 267 
million euros. 
 
Regarding the destinations, 36% of exports went to European Union countries and 35% to 
developing countries. The 76% of EU exports, were to England, Germany, Italy, Finland, and 
Poland. Likewise, the 49% were parts and pieces included in European arms development 
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programmes: the Eurofighter made up 13% of exports with 119 million euros, the Leopard 3% 
with 30 million euros, and one Iris-T missile 1.1% with 9 million euros while lesser amounts 
involved the Taurus missile, the MIDS communications system, the A400M transport aircraft, 
the Meteor missile and the Mistral missile. 
 
Export to countries in armed conflicts 
 
Spain continues with its sales to countries in armed conflict. Especially important for known 
causes are the one related to Colombia and Israel. In the first case, after the absence of sales in 
2006, now the sales return back for an amount of 16 million euros. In the same line, the exports 
to Israel have been increased to 1,5 million in 2007 after the 0,44 million in 2006.  
 
After the events happened in last December and January, there are several civil organizations 
that are proposing common campaign against these exports extended to other countries inside 
and outside the EU. 
 
Other cases of countries to which Spain exports arms that are engaged in armed conflicts, 
violate human rights, or have precarious welfare levels are Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, 
India or Indonesia.    
 
Small arms exports 
 
In 2007, the amount of the sales was 150 million euros. According to a report by the General 
Subdirectorate for Foreign Trade, Spain has exported small arms to Denmark, Egypt, El 
Salvador, the United Arab Emirates, India, Indonesia, Oman, the Netherlands, Switzerland and 
Sri Lanka but the report indicates that this only includes the exports going to the armed forces or 
public security forces. If we then consult Spanish exports covered by tariff code 93 in the 
customs database, we observe that far more countries receive small arms and light weapons. In 
2007, the principal purchasers were the United States, the United Kingdom, Denmark, 
Germany, France, Ireland, the Netherlands, Portugal and Ghana.  
 
This last case, Ghana, is a special one regarding the exports to poor countries. Ghana is a 
member of ECOWAS (Economic Community Of West African States), which in 1998 imposed 
a moratorium on the importation, exportation, production, and distribution of small arms and 
light weapons and the corresponding munitions. The same report indicates that various 
international organizations have warned of the uncontrolled proliferation of small arms and light 
weapons in Ghana, as well as of the danger of the illicit trade in such arms to and from 
neighbouring countries, some of which are experiencing armed conflict or post-armed conflict 
periods or are affected by serious tensions, such as Togo, Nigeria and Ivory Coast. 
 
Public or private use of exported material 
 
The 2007 report, which continued the work begun in the previous year, provides information for 
each country on the end user and use, indicating whether the end user is the armed forces, a 
private company or an individual, whether the use is public or private, and indicating the 
percentage of total exports represented. 
 
I we take the four most important categories of exports in terms of degree of privatization: 
Categories 1 and 2 are weapons (revolvers, machine guns, rifles, shells, projectile launchers, 
mortars, etc.), Category 3 includes munitions for weapons in Categories 1 and 2, and Category 4 
includes bombs, torpedoes, rockets, missiles, grenades, etc.) This information is matched with 
the countries where the weapons end up, to a large degree, at private companies for private 
purposes. 
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What is most worrisome about this information is the fact that defence material and arms can be 
sold to private companies for private purposes. What sort of company purchases bombs, 
missiles and grenades? What sort of activity can it be engaging in? Just what conditions and 
principles could possibly make a company’s use of such material legal? 
 
These exports to private companies represent a significant percentage of Spain’s total exports in 
the cases of the US, Indonesia, Canada, the UK, France and Belgium. The emergence, 
principally in the US and the UK, of multinational defence companies, such as Blackwater, 
ArmorGroup, Northbridge Services Group and Kellog, Brown & Roots in the 1990’s makes one 
suspect that companies of this kind are buying weaponry, which makes one wonder: Are these 
exports, which involve Spain, part of a privatisation of war? 
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2. EXPENDITURE 
 
The whole expenditure budget for 2009 was of 18,609 million euros that represented a reduction 
of 1,61%  despite the 3% reduction announced by government. 
 

 
 
 
3. OTHER INFORMATION  
 
Anti-NATO European campaign 
 
Centre Delàs participated and was present in the Anti-NATO campaign actions in Strasbourg 
last 3-4 April with other civil organizations and social peace movements. At this moment, there 
are a catalan network called “Aturem la Guerra” (Stop War) that are working in a campaign that 
ask for the NATO extinction. 
 
Campaign “BBVA sense Armes” (BBVA without arms) 
 
Centre Delas is working with SETEM and ODG in this campaign against the relation between 
bank entities and arms industry or trade. The campaign was inspired by former campaigns in 
Europe like the Italian “Banche Armate” or Belgian “My Money. Clear Conscience?”. Centre 
Delas has been in three shareholder meetings: two of BBVA and one of Banco Santander. Also, 
the BBVA Corporate Social Responsibility department has been two times in the Justicia i Pau 
office to explain their last changes in their policy. Now the campaign are working in analyse 
other more little entities like “Cajas de Ahorro” (Savings Boxes, semi public entities that have 
the obligation to invest their earnings in social goods and welfare) (La Caixa, Caixa Catalunya, 
etc.) 
 
Other campaigns and actions 

• Campaign against Spanish presence in Afganistan 
• Analysis of Spanish military related laws like Arms Trade Law, new Defence Law, 

creation of  “Unidad Militar de Emergencias” (Emergency Military Unit) 
 
 
 



5 
 

 



6 
 

 



7 
 

 



8 
 

 


